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What is an ISBN?

The International Standard Book Number (ISBN) is a 13-digit number that uniquely identifies books and book-like products published internationally. While an ISBN is not mandatory, and does not provide copyright on a work, it is the principal world-wide ordering device for the international book trade and library market.

Who assigns an ISBN?

ISBNs are assigned by ISBN group agencies worldwide coordinated by the International ISBN Agency in the UK. The Australian ISBN Agency assigns ISBNs in Australia. Thorpe-Bowker is the independent agent in Australia for this system.

Who is eligible for an ISBN?

The ISBN Agency assigns ISBNs at the direct request of publishers (including self-publishers). An ISBN can be allocated to: printed books and pamphlets; book readings on cassette and educational videos; online publications (e-books); multimedia kits containing printed material; and computer software.

Who is ineligible for an ISBN?

An ISBN cannot be allocated to ephemeral material such as diaries, calendars, theatre and concert programs, advertising material or prospectuses, sheet music which is unbound and without a title page, art prints and art folders without a title page or text. Serial publications such as newspapers, magazines and annual reports receive an ISSN (International Standard Serial Number). ISSN application forms are available from the National Library http://www.nla.gov.au/services/issn.html.

How long does it take to get ISBNs?

Your ISBN application will be processed within approximately 2 working days.  Barcodes are generally sent after your ISBNs.
How will I receive my ISBNs?

You can receive your ISBNs by fax, email or post.

I’m new to this, how does it work?

On an ISBN application form you request either a single ISBN, generally issued to ‘one-off’ publications or a block of ISBNs.
If you request a block of numbers they will be sent for you to self allocate. You can notify us as you issue a number to a title via our website at www.myidentifiers.com.au or contact us for a title notification form to be sent. Please note there will be a manual processing fee added to your payment if application for an ISBN is made via this form.
Where is the ISBN printed?

An ISBN should be printed on the reverse of the title page, along with copyright and publisher information. It must be printed exactly as given somewhere inside the book for it to be valid. Many publishers also print it on the bottom-right of the back cover (above the barcode, if used) for ease of reference.

How are ISBNs used in a barcode and how do I obtain a barcode?

The ISBN can be translated into a worldwide compatible barcode format. Barcode scanning is used by major bookstore chains for book publications and book-related items. We can produce a barcode for you here at the ISBN Agency, or you can obtain one by contacting a barcode supplier (in the Yellow Pages of major cities). 

When did ISBNs change from 10 to 13 digit?

The change to 13 digit ISBNs began 1st January 2007.The need to change the structure for ISBNs is due to the shortage of available 10 digit numbers.
What do I do with my unused 10 digit numbers?
You can convert your unallocated 10 digit ISBNs to 13 digits via our conversion tool at http://www.isbn.org/converterpub.asp. For bulk conversions go to http://www.isbn-international.org/converter/converter.html
What is a SAN?

A Standard Address Number (SAN) is a unique identification number assigned to an organisation (and its departments) in or served by the book trade. The purpose of a SAN is to aid communications and facilitate transactions between and within those organisations. The SAN system has become THE identification code for electronic communication within the industry. Thorpe-Bowker is the Australian representative for the International SAN Agency. For more information and a SAN application form please visit www.thorpe.com.au.
ISBN Application Form
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Please read the both pages of the form carefully, and complete all relevant details.

1.   PUBLISHER DETAILS

Publisher’s name 

ABN (Optional)
Contact      Contact name 

Postal address 

Street address

 
Contact tel




 
Contact fax  

Contact email

Website 

· Mark an asterisk (*) next to your fax, email or address (above) to indicate how you wish to receive your ISBN.
Has this publisher had an ISBN before? (please tick)

□    No 
►  Please read section 2 before continuing.

□    Yes   
last number issued 





►  If your previous ISBNs begin with the digits 0-646 or 978-0-646 make a selection from sections 3 or 4. 
                          If not go to section 5


►  If you have exhausted a previously allocated block of ISBNs, go to section 4.

2.    NEW PUBLISHERS
· A Publisher Registration Fee of $55.00 is required (see ‘6. Payment’, below). This is a once only payment.

· NOW YOU MUST MAKE A SELECTION FROM 3 (Single Number) OR 4 (Block Allocation)
3. SINGLE NUMBERS

Single ISBNs are available for ‘one off’ publications at $44.00 (inc GST). Please note, the ‘New Publisher Registration Fee’ still applies if you have not had ISBNs before.
4. BLOCK ALLOCATIONS

This is a range of numbers that will identify you as a publisher. To do this, estimate how many publications you will require in the future. Ideally, your block will last between 5 and 10 years, although there is no expiry date on the numbers.

	Please indicate (()
	BLOCK SIZE
	Price 

	□
	10
	$88.00

	□
	100
	$480.00

	□
	1000
	$3035.00


All prices apply during 2018 and include GST.

5.   TITLE DETAILS – If you are requesting a single ISBN please supply title details here.
Title

 

Subtitle (if any) 

Contributors
Please circle:


 Author
Editor
Photographer
Illustrator

Author
Editor
Photographer
Illustrator
Author
Editor
Photographer
Illustrator

Author
Editor
Photographer
Illustrator

Format:  □ Paperback      □ Hardback      □ Ringbound      □ CD-ROM       □ Audio Bk      □ DVD      □ Online


· A separate ISBN is required for each format required 

Other:

(e.g. paperback and online). Bear this in mind when

choosing your block size.

Broadly defined subject

If the work is part of a series, what is the series title?

How many (approximately) numbered pages?      


 Height x width in millimetres 

Includes illustrations?             □ Colour
        □ Black & white         ►Excluding the cover

Month and year of publication 



      Recommended.retail price (incl. GST)

6.  PAYMENT (Credit card or cheque - Applications cannot be processed until cheque has been received)

New Publisher Registration Fee: $55.00
Payment for single or ISBN block:


Payment for barcode - $45.00 per ISBN number:

Payment for barcode delivery -□ email (free) OR □ posted CD $30 OR □ Express post CD $39:
                                                                                                                                                   TOTAL

CHARGE MY:          □ Mastercard           □ Visa          □ AMEX        □ Diners


Card number 
 Expiry date


Name of card holder
      Today’s date


Signature
CCV
Please retain a copy of this document as it will be a tax invoice for GST purposes when payment has been made. All prices apply during 2018 and include GST.
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BARCODE ORDER

Publisher name

Contact name

Postal address 

Contact tel




 
Contact fax  

Contact email

Barcode size:
   Please indicate size by ticking appropriate box. Box sizes below are indicative only. 


                        □     height x width: 28 x 30 mm
□
height x width 33 x 37 mm

Delivery:
□  Email

□  On CD     □ Regular Post   OR   □ Express Post

Format:
       
□  PDF

□  EPS

         □  Tiff



One of these Formats must be selected for your order to proceed.


If clarification is needed as to which format you require we suggest you speak with your printer.

Please note that all barcodes supplied in a PDF format can be read using Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you do not have access to the Adobe software it can be down-loaded from the internet free from <http://www.adobe.com/>. 

WARNING: Please check this barcode carefully to ensure it contains the correct ISBN before printing.

*This barcode is supplied to you in the format you requested.

*Any change to this format could change the information encoded.

*We take no responsibility for erroneous information resulting from barcodes being manipulated or   reproduced in a format other than that in which they have been supplied.
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ISBN Agency Australia – Thorpe Bowker 
ABN 77 097 830 745

PO Box 6509, St Kilda Rd Central VIC 8008  /   Tel 03 8517 8349   /   Fax 03 8517 8399   /   Email isbn@thorpe.com.au

